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T7 generab Miſtake of People concerning: 
| Conformityand Notconformity,and the mut- 
|  chieyous.conſequence thereof ,. eſpecially. 
in. regard to my. own. Caſe, doth. neceſſiate. 
me to. give. the World ſome account of it, that I 
may thercby endcayour to, cure the Prejudice, and 
remove tlie S1umbling-blocks that at preſent lic in 
thcir way: And the latc. rigorous.cxecution of the. 
Penal Seatutcs. upon. Veleniees, contrary to the 
laft Votre of the Hoxſe of Commons at Weſtminſter, 
hath put. me. upon many ſcrious: thoughts of” 
heart, what. may be done at. ſuch a time as this, 
ta oppoſe the Popiſh delign of. introducing Popery;. 

and inyading of our Property. 
: Asrhe deſtroying of Religion and Property is 
their. End; ſo the reproaching, impoveriſhing, 
_ 1mprifoning; and. running of Proteflants by railing 
Pamphlets, forging of Lies, ſuborning of Witneſ- 
{cs, incouraging mercenary Informers, preſent-- - 
1ng to. Byhops ,Courts, Excommunicating, &c. . 

arc the. Meazs for the attaining of theſe. Ends. 
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But if People did conſider, that as Dividing and 
Deſtroying 1s the\wiork of AaNf+5 ©-Qniting and 
Healing of breaches is 0UR work, and would 
act. accordingly yn. thezr ſeycral places, 7. 
wotlla EEE Gi 'Popith, arics/ tft ahi Ye 
fisns againſt us."Let tis do what'we.can with- 
out Sin im 0bedienceto Authority, and theh when it 
comes to. the Tryal; that we aft either $7 or 
Szffer, 1t will be a great comfort to us, when we 
can rruly fay, that we have choſen to Sefer, rather 
than to Sir. ny | Di IE 
Bur ifthere be no Sinn the cafe, we muſt, *nor 
cxpoſc our ſelves or people to fuffermgs Causlesly. 
We. cammort ſuffer joyfully the ſpoiling our Goods, the 
confinement of our Perſoxs, or the ruin of our Fa- 
mitresaanleſs Conſcience be able truly ro ſay, Iwould 
have'done any thing but Sin againft- GD, thacT 
might have, avoided theſe Sufferings from men. 

It was the ſaying of a Revercnd Miniſter. Mr. F. 
B. of Worceſter, when he lay upon his Death-bed, 
ind was asked what thoughts he had of tisNon- 
conformity?Iwould have done any thing but Sin,faith 
he, that I might have continued in the exerciſe of my 
Miniftry:but when it came to that there was no remedy. 
This Minifter read the Common-Prayer in his 
Church, when the KING deſired that the _ 
| CES 


ſierswauld ieadfo tack of ir:as they: were! (atiſ- 
fed:in- theis-cenſticenees wiaki lawful ro be read; 
and x whileafter: (on: Bartholmewy diy, 1 669) 
turned; :out: with the xeld of: his Brethren, 

_ Manyimore readithe Common Phoyer before,: and 
yet. proved. Nonconformiſts: after. and' if that 
had: been all that had: been required of- the Non- 
confarmilts, to read the Ordiury Eords-diges> Service! 
accordingto ihe Liturgy & Praftice:of the) Church: 
of Enid, the, moſt ob the: Nonconformiſts: had 
contiaued:inhe exerciſe of their Miniſtry: in: Pubs. 
 liches welkas.athers./ | * 

> Whexeas: therefore -the Ignorant among. us 
lag nee rhats Conformityior: Nonronſormityis;. but 
3£6ount it joffendave,; if a: Miniſter read the Com- 
mor-Prgjer; ir gito:the Publick Church, and joyn 
withithelethatdoread is, and-are ready to'\refaſe 
Gommuinien with thoſe: Miniſters or Churches who 
ulc.it: 'tishigh.tume'co reftifiothismiſtake;& reach 
them beter ; leſt by ſilence in theſe matters, the 
People ruminto tlic fin ab Schin indeed. Notions 
Iy40 ſeperate omehoſbrinithe:publick Churches, 
huv from their own: Paſtors, when once they re- 
dice their Principles. inco Practice, by reading'ſo 
mach: pf theiService as they: approveot,. and* will 
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[ ſhall therefore defire All to tike notice of 
three Laws made within theſe Tweaty Years paſt, 
which the Nonconformiſts are ſufferers by. 

The firſt is the Act of Hniformity requiring-not on- 
| ly the Reading of the Common-Prayer (which in'the 
Ordinary Service I believe moſt of us do account law- 

ful) bur ir requires alſo, that openly and publick- 
| ly we declare before the Congregation, 'Onr un- 
frigned aſſent and conſent to all and everything contained 
and preſcribed in and by the Book of Common-Prayer, 
and Adminiſtration of Sacraments, and other rites and ce- 
remonies of the (hurch, according to theuſe of the Church 
of England, together with the Pfalter; and the Form or 
Manner of Making, Ordaining, and Conſecrating of Bis 
ſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons. And in the ſame AF it 
is required, that we Declare and Subſcribe; -chat 
we will Conform to the Liturgy of the Church of 'Eng- 
land, as it is now by Law Eſtabliſhed; belides whac 
concerns the Renouncing of the: Covenant, and Re-or- 
dination. Er Ls Y ELIE Cd ST. 
There is a great deal of difference (lecus 

note here) between fl and' Soar ; between Read- 
ing the ordinary Lords-Days-Service,and- Approving the 
Book, and all thatis in it, Mr.” Baxter in his Pled for 
Peace, gives no lefs than Thirty, particular Triftan- 
ces of leyeral things in the Common-Prayer-Book, 


which the Non-conformiſts. cannot declare their Al: 
ſent and Conſent unto. - Such: as will be at the 
pains to read them, may thereby underſtand that 
we are far from a full Conformity T hroughout,not- 
withſtanding the Cenſures & Reproaches of ſome 
againſt us as too Conformable, becauſe we de- 
p by our Principles, and Pra&tices, that we can 
lawfully not only Hear Common-Prayer, but Read 
it our ſelves :. And yet though we cannot Con- 
form to the Law by $ all it commands, we 
have manifeſted by our Peaceable Submiſſion, 
that we.can patiently ſuffer the Penalty it inflicts, 
_ vi, The caſting us out of our Livings, and ren- 
gg -us incapable of Church-Preferments forthe 
e to. come, - with other Penalties there mentio- 
ned) until the King and Parliament ſhall fee cauſe 
to relieve us. OP. 
Mot. of the. Non-conforming. Miniſters who 
can with a good Conſcience read Common-Pray- 
er,andrhereby fecure themſelves from the Penalcy 
of the Conventicle-A&t, cannot declare. their ut 
feigned Aſſent and Conſent ts the Book and all that js in it, 
if,.chey might have. the. greateſt Preferments of . 
Hundreds or Thouſands Per annum for their pains. 
Another: L aw againſt .Non- Conformiſts -is -that 
made ar-Oxford, (by ſome called the Five miles 4) 
for.reſtraining Nan-Conformiſts from Iuhabiting in Cor» 
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par ations : the penalty hereof is fix months Im 
priſonment, 'unlels upon or before: {ych Cominit- 
| ments, ſuch Offenders'ſhall before the Juſtices 
of the Peace, Swear and Subſcribe this Oath fol- 
lowing: 1 A.B. do wear, that it is wot lawful 4401 
aiy pretence whatſoever to. take Arms againſt the Kine ; 
And that I do abhor that traiterous Poſition vf- takmg 
Arms by his Authority agamſt his Perfon, or agemnſt thoſe 
that are Commiſſtonated by-him in! purſuance. of fuch Com: 
miſſions : Aud Tail not at any time endeavory any alters 
tion of Government in Church or State. Pads 
Many of the Non-Conformiſts have taken this 
Oath, being ſatisfied in the 'ſenſe whielvall Law- 
zers that have diſcourſed -do-give af it, vizghhar 
by Commiſſionated by him, we ave to undef 
Leg; ly Commuſſionat ed and by Exdeavoring any alteras 
tion of Government we are to underſtand itthus, that 
T will not endeavour it by any Seditious way, or Unlawful 
Means. | 
In this ſenſe I offered the Judges in open Conrtito 
Sh take it (having before made the like offer 'to the 
Tuſtices), but being tied up tothe Words of 'the Oath, 
and not having then advifed with Lawyers and 
others about the Senſe, as ſince I have done, 'I 
did therefore refuſe to take it, and ſuffered fix 
months Impriſonment upon that acconnt. *' 
But being better ſatisfied about theſe thigs'by 


1 NON 2 


— 


; oy” 
a Paper called 'The Sheriffs Caſe, printed 1630. and 
again reprinted 1681 : And'being further ſatisfied 
of the true ſenſe'of this Oath, by Mr. Carbets account 
of the Non-conformiſts Principles and Praices p. 11, 
14. and other writings of his not yet publi- 
ſhed: And eſpecially being fully ſatisfied of the 
lawfulneſs of taking the ſaid Oath, by particular 
Advice from Council learned in the Law, who bet- 
© ter underſtand the meaning of Laws than we 
Miniſters do, who have told me, that an 7llegal 
Commiſſion in law-ſenfe is xo Commiſſion ; and that the 
Parliament cannot be underſtood to prohibit Legal 
endeavors to make any alteration of Government, but 
only fuch as are = (for if ſo they ſhould by 
their practice contradict themſelves in the many 
endeavors that fince they have made in a legal 
way): And laſtly, having received Inſtruftions 
from the forementioned Sheriffs Caſe, how to de- 
clare our Senſe of the ſaid Oath, before, or at the 
time of taking it, in as publick a manner as we 
rake ir, that hereby we may avoid giving of ſcans 
dal tq others: And alſo being incouraged here- 
in by Mr. Baxters words in the life'of Mr. 4ſhurſt 
(quoted alfo'in'the ſaid Sheriffs Cafe printed 8r.) 
owning thoſe as worthy Men who did what he 
rtfuſed ((peaking of M1 inthe Corporation Act, 
| B which 
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which is mnch more to be (crupled than this Oath 
alone) ypc that they ir words or writing decla- 
red as openly as they ſwear, that they take it in ſuch or ſuch. 
a lawf1l Senſe, p.48 : I ſay, upon thele ſeveral 
Contiderations I can Now with as good a Conſci- 
cnce take the {aid Oath, as formerly I did refuſe ir. 
And therefore in the ſenſe as afore explained; and. 
no other, (Delivering hereby my own Soul ), 
I ſha!l be ready,, when call'd thereto by the Ma-. 
aiſtrate, to take the ſame in the words. of the 
Ad. 

A Third Law nk againſt Non- conformiſts: 
1s the Conventicle A&, made to prevent and ſuppreſs. 
Seditious. Conventicles : By the rigorous execution, 
whereof,the People as well as the Miniſters have bin 
orcat ſufferers, though never any thing of Sedition, 
could be (barged, much leſs proved againſt Me, or 
my Brethren that I can hear of. 

Whether our many and great troubles upon. . 
this account are not ſelf-made Troubles, or long of 
our ſelves, hath many times been diſquieting to, 
my mind. 

About four or five years - when the Infor- 
mers & Officers were very troubleſome to us,and 
had taken away the Goods 'of ſome of the Cone. 
gregation, Itold my People at a Meeting of two., 
\ OL 


or three Hundred of 'them, that I ſaw how unable 
they were to bear ſuch Troubles and Loſles, - and 
thar: I could not be faithful ro them, . or to my own 
Conſcience, withour'telling them, that though I were 
not. fond of the Common-Prayer, having never read 
it in my life, yet it was my gadgment, and moft of out 
Miniſters, that it was lawful to read ir; and that by the 
reading of ic they might be free from the penalty of this 
- Law for the tinge to come, and therefore it they met 
' with ſurther troubles for want of reading. it, they 
ſhould blame themſelves, and not me. | 

Some few were ſo weak, that for ſpeaking thoſe 
. words, they never came within the Meeting-Place ſince 
that I can hear of : Some more (twenty: or there about) 
were ſo much prejudiced againſt the uſing a Form of 
Prayer, that I found there was danger of making a 
breach amongſt us ; and that a new-gathered Congre- 
gation could not bear ſa great a ſhaking, till they were 
a little better ſerled. I did therefore for the ſake of theſe 
few, forbear to uſe ir, contenting my ſelf only, with 
reading the Scriptures, the Creed, Commandments, 
and the uſe of the Lords-Prayer. 

And now at Jaſt, having firſt adviſed with my Bre- 
| thren in the Miniſtry, who acknowledge the lawful- 
neſs of ving of the Liturgy in the Ordinary: Lords-Days-' 
Service, and with Lawyers, who tell me,that the reading 
of it will prove the.Lawfulneſs of our Meeting, and ſecure: 
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us from any further trouble : 1 have therefore begun to- 
read it, and upon proof thereof, byſeveral Witneſſes to 
the Grand Jury at Weſtmimſter this laſt” Term, brought 
in a Bill of Indi&tment againft Juſtice Parry, Richard 
Toovey Diſtiller, John Pollard irs Parkers . Lane Infor- - 
mer, and ſeyeral others, for a Ryot, inbreaking 0-. 
pen the doors of my Meeting-Place, when-our Wor- 
ſhip was not in other manner than according to the. Liturgy . 
and Praflice of the Church -of England; And-:: another 
Bill of Indictment for- a+ Ryot. againſt : the ſaid 
Juſtice Parry, T homas Harris Cheeſemonger, Jobn Pollard, 
Stephen Leucas the. Smith, and others, for breaking _ 
open the door of my dwelling-Houſe. the Lords 
day before, where there. was nothing of. any Wor- 
ſhip or Company. to ground any pretence . of. an Un-. 
lavful Meeting upon. . | | 

The ſaid Jury have: found -both- the Bills, and 
in due time. I ſhall make further trial of this point 
at Common Law, whether They or I are the tran(- 

reflors of it. 

1] am ſenſible that theſe. things -make -a great 
roiſe, and the mouths of many are-opened againſt 
me. The railings and © threatnings of prophane.-. 
Drunken Damne's . I matter. not: I*do-not Arreſt 
them and-Ididt them,: for doing thew Office, as they 
are the Kings Officers, but for- doing more than their 
Office : It they have done. well, they ſhall have als 

f or 
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for the ſame. Poffibly they may have the repeated 
thanks of a Middleſex Court of Juſtices : But we know 
that no. Law is made for a Righteous Man, but 
for the Lawleſs and Diſobedient ; for the Unoodly, and for 
Siuners; for the unholy and” prophane ; For Murderers 
of Fathers, and Murderers of Mothers ; for Manſlayers, for 
Whoremongers; 1 may add, for Houſe-breakers, and 
Sabbath-breakers; for Prophane Swearers and Drunk- 
ards ; for idle prodigal ſpend-thrifts that care not to 
pay their debts. Snch perſons as thele, may 
find ſome. others perhaps as Zealous for the ex- 
ecution of. the KING'S Laws as themlfelves, 
and Time will difcoyer who- are .the KING'S 
beſt SubjeRs. 

But there is another ſort, whom. I am concerned to 
give all due- ſatisfaction to; that is, ro my Brethren 
the Mimiſters, who are not under the like circum- 
ſtances with me, . and therefore may not think fic 
ro do what 1 have done; and to my People among 
whom. I have -laboured near ſeven Years, - not with- 
out good encouragement and. ſucceſs, and therefore 1 
am very tender leſt I ſhould juſtly offend. the one or 
the 2ther,. If there be any one then that ſhaketh the 
head, and-faith, 1 wonder that Mr. Read ſhould read 
the: (ommon-Prayer ? -1 anſwer, which of you convin- 
ceth me of-Sin? - If 1 have: done . Tniquity, - I Will do ſo © 
no. more; Or If T have done. evil, (in. reading the Li-- 
rurgy) ; 


id oil bear witneſs ſt the evil ; 4k if welt | why Jrag- 
| eſt thog th y Brother * 

I confeſs my Proice, is yet Singular, and orhags 
the firſt publick injtance of this narure in Enzland, b 
far as] can underitand ; But the Principles on which 

it 1s grou;: :ded, are undeniable, and far from the im 
putation of Singulariry. Yea, and the Practice too of 
uling a Pablick Liturgy, or form of Prayer 1 in Publick 
aſſemblyes for the W orſhip ot God, is of ſuch univer- 
fal extent, that there are {ew Churches in the World 
without ic. ſo far as I can underſtand, 

The principles I go upon are ſuch as theſe, Viz 
That obedience to the Magiſtrate in things lawful, IS a 
dury. That'a form of Prayer is Lawtul. Thar it 
is the Paſtors work upon good advice, to judg of the 
expediency of uſeing ſuch a form of Prayer, by tte 
general rules of dog all to the Glory of God, edifica- 
tion of his People, and the publick 00d. That 
Communion with ſuch Churches who - a form of 
Prayer is lawful alſo, ſuppoſing they do not make 
any thing that 1s Sinful the Terms of their Commnnion. 

Whether theſe Principles are not ackowledged as 
|  fſoundbythe Brethren of al per{waſjons, and whether 4 

' my practice be not agreeable to theſe Principles, [ ſub= | 
mit to the Judgment of others. 

Mr. Nye, a leading Man among our Brethren the Jn- | 
cepend-nts, hath proved it lawful co hear a Pariſh Mini- 
ſter ; 


 O_ 


| fter; And'Mr. Tombs, as eminent among the An.b: tiſts, 
wrote a Book to prove it lawful both to hear and com: 
maunicate with them ; And his Practice at Sal:5bury was - 
conformable therero. Many of our Brethrea here a- - 
bout London go to the Pariſh Churches, and hear Com: 
mon-Prajer there, and ſome of them communicate with * 
them ſometimes. Fhe Non-Conformiſts both Miniſters 
and People in many places,through the Land,go to their 
Pariſh, Churches, and maintain Peace and- Love by * 
occaſional Communion with them: 

| Many of our Brethren did read the Commmn-Prayer, * 
belore they turned out of their Livings as I betore - 
noted; and would they not be glad to read it again,” 
if- thereby they might have the exerciſe of their Mini- + 
ſtry, and their Maintenance reſtored? And it upon * 
theſe terms they could read it ar the Church (ſuppoſe * 
at St. Giles's) then why may not I read it in the Chappi * 
(here at Bloomsbury) 2 It I may Judg of the Non-Cor:- » 
formiſts in other Countryes by - thoſe in WorceSter- 
ſhire where I lived, I do verily believe there is 
not one in ten, but would be thankful to GOD 
and Man, if they might be reſtored to their Livings 
by doing only what I have done.: Therefore thou 
art . mexcuſable 0 Man, + whoever thou _ art that Judgeſt * 
thy.. Brother. For that which: thou judgeſt law- 
ful to be-. done. by. another, - thou. forbeareſt thy -- 
ſelf : and. becauſe thou forbeareſt doing it thy (elf, 


thou... 
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thou . condemneſt him. 1 will repeat this word 
only co my Bretheren, If there be Sm in the Caſe, 
I ſhall chooſe ro Suffer rather than Sin, as ſoon as ' 
I am convinced of it. 

As for ſatisfa&tion to the. Scrupulous - and well- 
meaning Chriſtians among us, whoſe mids are 


1o much prejudiced againſt che Publick Miniſtry, 


and the Way of their Worſhip, and therefore wall 
not bear the uſe of the Liturgy of the Church in the 
Unexceptionable part of the ordinary Service, 
but cry out againſt it as Will-Worſhip, Antichriſtian, T- 
dolatry and the like, I ſhall in General only ſay thus 
much. If they will go to the Miniſters. of Chriſt as 
little Children, that 1s, as humble learners, willing to be 
caught ; and by converſe with them, and-other under- 
ſtanding Chriſtians, as allo by ſearching into the Scrips 
tures, and reading of good Books, will endeayour the 
(re, or at leaſtwiſe the Abating, of their Prejudice; I 
doubt not but we ſhall quickly be more like-minded 
in theſe things. And if then:they will lay aſide Ani- 
moſities, and be {o humble as to think ſoberly of 
themſelves, and weigh the Judgment of thoſe with 


\ whom they Conſulc, who better underſtand theſe 


things than they, .it's like they will be more ready 
ro Judg, or be Aſhamed, of themſelves, than to 
Cenlure me, and ſuch as joyn with: me: 
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In rater. next Lmuſt coker GH tO 
fuch Godly, Learned, Judicious, and peacca- 
ble Authors,” as theſe herea frer mentioned, 

viz. Mr. Nye, Dr. on Me” Ball, Mr. Bax 


ter, and Me Goh a i | TI will be 


M6 ; | forming Mi- 


4, aut. ave renotn- 


nifters, who are Shar G 
a ome ef them ſuppoſed 


Led, the C ant, 
. to-bi Cit or lives? anſyers afhr- 


Þagi 4r. That '7t_ is, a Nuty that we 
Tone frequent ( 75 we have liberty 
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Mzniſtry, Ivcs, 25, one Reaſon, 
pag, 2 Bk, embers . 0 f Churches, Jo 


we. are.sS efts: aud Members of this Com- 
mon- -wealt and are obliged erch ;y to obſerve 
C the 
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the lawful Commands of our -Governours, and 
to be Examples therein to others. © : 
*And again,p. 6. If Church Members, ora- 
* ny one Godly Man, hath a Watftant to for- 
*bcar hearing ſich Miniſters upon this ac- 
*count of unhwfathefs; then all Godly Men 
*ought at all times (o' to do;and if ſo, the 
* Examples of the Godly to the R_—_ 
' being very leading inthe. Matters of God, 
* his Ordinance thereby will be” lictk fre- 
*quented, and of. les Efhcacy* 16 thoſe that 
do come to it; and by afferting it unlaw- 
* ful to hear ſuch Minifters, we imply it were 
* better for the Nation, there wereno Preach-- 
*ing bur” in particular Churches ;, and 'if1o, 
* what can we expe will become of ma- 
*ny thoufands, in ancioary way ilette- 
* tion, that have no benefit. at al by" ov 
*Church-inſtructions? We are to walk wilt- 
*ly, yea mercifully cowardsthem that are 
© without. EE 
And 


(19) 


And towards the concluſion, p. 24. he 
tells us, That this is one of the x i ee er 
of theſe latter Times; by which Mens Minds 
have been torrupted, that it is unlawfxl to 
hear in Publick, which I am perſwaded (faith 
he) is one conſtant deſign of Satan, in the 
variety of. wayes in Religion he hath ſet on 
foot by Feſuits among us. Let us therefore be 


' the more aware of whatever tends that way. 


Even Dr. Owen, who in his Diſcourſe of 
the work of the Spirit in Prayer, writes a- 
gainſt the making or comp of Forms 
of Prayer for our ſclyes to be uſed private- 
y: deſires the Reader, p: 220. to obſeryc 
that he doth not argue againſt Forms of Prayer 
es wunlawful to be Ts; and, p. 222. he 
grants, that Mer or Churches may agree upon 
a preſcribed Form by common conſent, as judg- 
ing and avowing. it beſt - for . their own Ed. 
fication. 

CG 2 Again, 


( 2 6) 


u 


Again, p. 228. © Whether they are ap- 
* proved or diſapproved of God, whether 
* they are lawful or' unlawful; we do not 
* conſider, but only, whether they are for 
* Spiritual benefit and advantage for the 
* 00d of our own Souls, and the Edt- 
* fication of others, as ſet up 1n ' com- 
* petition with the Gitr before deſcribed. 
So that it ſeems the Dr. doth not judge ſuch 
Forms of Prayer unlawful which are for 
the good of our own'Souls, and the Edi- 
cation of others, and which are not in 
-—o_ with the Gift before defcrt- 
bd, | 


 < And therefore (p. 231, and 232.) fup- 
* poling that thoſe who make uſe of, and 
* plead for Forms of Prayer, efpecially in 
* publick;do1n a due manner prepare them- 
* {elves tor 1c by holy meditation, with an 
* endeavour to bring their Souls into a ha- 


C: ly 


( 21.) 


«ly frame of fear, delight and reverence 
i | S | 
of God'; let it alſo be ſuppoſed that they 
* have a good cnd and defign in the Wor- 
* ſhip they addreſs themſelyes unto, namely 
* the Glory of God, and their own Spirt- 
* tual advantage; the Prayers themſelves, 
* though they ſhould be in fome things 1r- 
* regular, may give occaſton to exercife 
* thoſe acts of Grace which they were 0- 
* therwiſe prepared for : And 1 fay yer further, 
«chat whilſt theſe Forms. of Prayer arc 
*cloathed with the general notions of 
* Prayer, that 1s, are eſteemed as ſuch in the 
* minds of them that uſe them, are ac- 
* companied in their uſe with the n2- 
* tives and ends' of Prayer, expreſs no. mat- 
ter unlawful 'to be inſiſted on in Prayer, 
* directing the Souls of Men to none bur 
© lawtul Objects of Divine Worſhip and 
* Prayer, the Farher, Son, and Holy Spirit ; 
<and whilſt men'make uſe of them with 
* the-rrue deſign of Prayer, looking after 
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© due aſſiſtance unto Prayer, I do not judge 
© thereis any ſuch evilin them,as thatGod will 
*not Communicate his Spirit to any in the 
*ufe of them, fo as that they ſhould have 
"no holy Communion with him in and 
* under them. Much lefs will I ay, that God 
*never therein regards their Perſons, or re- 
* jects their praying as unlawful : For the . 
" Perfons and Duties of Men may be ac- 
* cepted with God, when they walk and act 
©1n ſincerity according to their light, though 
*1n many things, and thoſe of no ſmall 
* importance,ſundry irregularities are found 
* both in what they do, and in the man- 
* ner of doing it. Where Perſons walk be- 
©* fore God in their Integrity, and practiſe 
* nething contrary. to their light and con- 
* yi&tion in his Worſhip, is merciful 
_ *unto gem, although they order not c- 

* very thing according to the Rule and 
* Mcaſure ofthe Word. So wasitwith them 


* who-came to the Paſſover 1n the days of 
" Heze- 


: ( 23 ) 
* Hezekiah, they had not cleanſed themſelves, 
* but did eat the Paſſover otherwiſe than i was 
* writteny 2 Chron. 3o. 18. 


And, p. 235. He grants that fuch Forms 
of Prayer have not any intrinjical evil in the 
compoſition of them ; but argues againſt the 
ſetting up and preſcribing ſuch Forms of 
Prayer Univerfally, in oppoſition, and unto 
the excluſion . of free Prayer, 


And, p. 236. © If they appear not con- 

ry unto, or inconſiſtent with, or are not 
© uſed in a way cxclufive of that work of 
< the Holy Spirit, in Prayer which we have 
* deſcribed from the Scripture, nor are re 
© ducibk to any divine prohibition, I ſhall 
«not contend with any about them. 


+ 


cc 


Mr. Baxters Cure 6. Chi:ccl1-diviſions, I 
recomiucnd to the rc. {.ag of ſuch as lie 
under the temptation of unwarrantable Se- 
paration, 


( 24.) 
paration, as alſo Mr. Ball of that Subject 
at large. The whole of them 1s ſo uſeful, 
that I do not think fit to Tranſcribe any 
thing of either of them : But I will give 
you a little of what Mr. Baxter hath writ- 
ren, not only as his own judgment, but 
other Miniſters of his converſe and acquain- 
cance, in his Second Plea for Peace, ſhew- 
ing what Non-conformity 18 not. 


Page 100. © We are far from condem- 
*ming all Forms of Prayer and publick Li- 
© curgies as unlawful, of which we have His 
< Majeſties Teſtimony 1n his Declaration a- 
* boutEccleſiaſtical Affairs,,uch more arewe 
* far from condemmng all the Ancientand 
* preſent Charches of Chriſt that have uſed 
*fuch, or yet uſe them, throughout the 
* Chriſtian World; and yet further arewe 
* from Separating from them on that ac- 
* count (tor uſing Liturgies) and from cn- 


* conraging ſuch a Separation. 


po So 


( 23 ) 


And, 'p. 191, We think it:not unlawful 
to uſe as much of the Engliſh Liturgy as 
we conſented'to uſe, when by His Majeſties 
Commiſſion ſome of us treated about the 
Reformation or Alteration of it, iz. in 
. ſuch Aſſemblies where the Peoples incapact- 
'maketh' not fuch'uſe of it. more hurt- 


then helpful to their Edification. And 


we _joyn with Mr. Ball, and others of the 
old Non-conformiſts, in thanking God that 
England hath a more reformed Liturgy than 
moſt of the Churches in the World. We are 
far from judging the Pariſh-Miniſters to 
be no true Mimiſters of Chriſt, or the Pa- 
riſh-Churches no true Churches, or judg- 


ing it unlawful to hold Communion 


with them. 


Mr. Corbett, in his Account of the Princi- 
ples and Praftiſes of the Non-conformiſts, 
Lage 4. faith, 'We acknowledge the law- 
fulneſs of a Set Form _— Liturgy, for mat- 

cer 


OOO Oe A EPA 7 Win i OO Is AO 0. 6.25% —_ » 


_— CO — 


s 
OS — AY qr 

- 4 
_— CT” —_—_— ed 


( 26 ) 
ter agreeable to Gods Word, and ſuited to 
che nature of the ſeyeral Ordinances, and 
co the neceflities of the Church. ' Yet the 
Miniſter ſhould not be ſo confined to it, 
as not to make uſe of his own Gifts ob Pray- 
er and Exhortation. 

Page 8 Moreover we, hold not our 
felves obliged to forfake a true Church, as 
no Church,for the corruptionsand difordery 
tound therein; or to Separate from us Wor- 
ſhip,for the tolerable faulsthereof, while our 
perſonal -proteflion . of fame *Errqur, or 
Practice of ſome Evi, is nat zequired as the: 
Terms of our Conmuninion. Hawbeir we 

are not ſo indifferent 1n this matter, as tor 
make no difference berween Churches, and? 

Paſtors : The more pure and . powatful 
Admmiſtration of Gods Ordinances, 1s to- 
be preferred before that whichzs ware faulty 
and lcts effectual : And here agam we ac- 
knowledge, that in this prefefence que cauti- 

en muſt be uſed : We mult not reſpef&t our” 


(27) 
own particular benefit, before publick Peace 
= Order, and the general ood. 


age 9. It's our Principle, That Humane 


avs ind the Conſcence,or ( to ſpeak more 
properly )theSubjectsin point of Conſcience, 
not by a primary Obligation, as the Laws of 
God do, but by' a ſecondary and ſubordt- 
Hate,as pacing 
it 15 an cyidentand important Truth, That 
Inferiours ought: ta. obey their Superiours 
for Conſcience.ſake ;fo /itss as evident and 
xyportant:, That when Mens: Contmands 
comradict the Commands of God.it is God 
and not-Man that muilt have the 'preberni- 
NEnge! 1n:outiObedignee. -- 

:» Page 2a We renortnee not Gatknnicd 
in  thepublickW orſhip oftlieParith-Church- 
&,\thoughfor a— Form and Order, 
in (omereſe@ts, itbe riot tharwhich. 15 mo 
dchrable by ts = 

Pape 36. We have hotfarfiken tlic Paro- 
chial Aſſemblies, bur have joyned in the. 


Bs -. Service 


power.derived from God. As 


( 28) 
Service of God there. performed, and” forne 
of us do it in our ordinary courfe, ad 
thers: of us haye nor declmed it of fer pur- 
poſe; but as our abſence is-cauſed by that 
neceſlary Work of the Miniſtry; wherevty 
co we are. called : Some of us-haye Com- 
municated with the fad Affermblics:m: the 
Sacrament 'of-. the Lords Supper :: Yet:'we 
would not have our: Charity and Peacea- 
bleneſs miſtaken for an indifferency: units 
Communior: with all: Parbchial -Thutches 
-and Miniſters: wharfoeyer,; of foriafalf ft- 
tisfaction or acquicefcence in the whole; and 
all particularsof the Liturgy, fo as to be able ' 
ro declare our unfeignek Afſttiband>Con- 
{&nttoall and every: thingrheveincommined. 

' Page 30. Whereas a remarkable Writer 
' hath publiſhed thefe words, (We ſhould be 
reconciled, if the Presbyterian Minifters:would 
perſwade their People to do what they 6an-do 
theriſelves. ) We: declare to: the World that 


( eg)) 
weheantily.embiace rheſe; Terms of Recon- 
cildabeþ anc ashlechilpedontalready, we 
-oiflonat adafexedavigub anerccott wr por- 
fnadenbem;rapofi whoovwoReve any in- 
fluctxies,zandwo would:gladly 'come tothe 
Kifpabno feeniihiobiDa ct oatme the 


Doe Dae ach, Ao Die: 


ds, mb drawing.orrovards Peace and. U- 
aol: Wrihaverkcve:done ow: part to:re- 
noe 1h0o _—_—— :ad:1is;; by” tell1- 
Hangiro)aW: rchavdi@enſticentrous: gifla- 
tsfattion; and::not Carnal: Intoreſt,;: or a 

Gn many! 7FAdebitbcihring):ſurcty as 
differ fromnsedRoun mordCharny wirklus, 
than/toqudge tharwe arc uttcely unworthy 
or uncapable of the publick:Miniſtry;: or 
thadſuch Perſons OR. TE ITS awd- 
-ne62dit7. Jcandalans- abd \concorhpablea- 
mong thoid Ntzghbours;care:mote;tolera- 
ble: n; Sagred Othte: than-we :arc;'or that 
38G FAUVL ION BCE 324008 99 um ages. 
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(30 ) 
groſs Inſufficiency, Nomrelidence,and other 
niousneglhgencefhbuld-be made ks Cri- 
nics, - SubKriptions.,;” Renunciations; and 
fuch like Injun&tions.' 1: We fubrue whatwe 
have done to the:Waſdom, Picty, and: Cle- 
mency: of:our (Gavernmirs;:we acquie 
inGodsWiſc and Holy Determmnatibns con- 
cernung us: And we refolve: through his 
| (Grace to abide ſtedfaſt and unmoveablo.m 
our Subjeftion and: Loyalty'to our :Sove- 
rezign,n our ductBBedicncetothoſerhacare 
put in Authority under him, in our carneft 
endeavour of: Holineſs, Unity, and-Peace it 
che ChurchinBrotherly Joe rod Baichful 
Chriſtians; m Charity cocalkmen;andinithe 
Fauhr and Patience of the Diſcaples anul; Ser- 
vans of Jeſus Chnlt, ©: . 2 5207510; [7-5 
IONS oftheO0xfordOath, 
- whidhTheagoly fubſceibe cojurkr Whenthe 
tyghcrPowers:commandyhat Goa forbids, 
thongh- we are: bound! not to: perform. it, 
xerwe mult be ſubject, and not reſiſt, but 
patiently 


- 


a 
patiencly fubraitt Satin | 
Arms againft chejr lawful Prince; nor may: 
artertipt the pablick: Reformiaroit thereof, 
We hold hat if s untawfut by cheConfticu- 


* 


e&ts46 take AvinSagiift tHe Kirig, His 


Arms to reſift: any Magifttare or. Officer 
tegally Commmyionated or Authorized by 
kyv yea, Subjefts-are botind ior only not 
- tefhft{ bur to affiſt-and defend: their So- 
yercign with therr Eſtates, and Lives;;. and 
the Preachers of the Goſpel oughtto: teach: 
the People Ob«diefte'afid Eoyalty, and to: 
ehdeavolrr to-robt out dll Pfingples of Se- 
dition, Rebellion, i and Diſbbtdience. We 
_ that we arc —_ Bond. or - Ob- 
Ipanon to- act atry thihg<bnittaty to-thefe. 
pong ryan , Md ftindherinake: 
known our deteſtation of all'the Indignity- 


and. 


'The Cauſe of 
'armeÞViolejeoaduſt Authorty, 


rions and Laws of this Kingdom, for ary: 
- Z 
ce, Authority, or Petfon, or by force of 
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(32) 
and Violence offged' to the Perſan, of our 
late Sovereign, andeſpeciallythat moſt hor- 
rid excgxavle Fact gh takinghway: hg Lal, 

allo. theUſurpayontand yolens chaupegt. 


openly; proteſirialſey 
0: 4 


o - « 


- 


And. p. 14. We declare, That weawillnot 


whoſe Civil and. Ecdleſiaftical - Sypremacy. 
we have before acknowledged; nor the al- 
teration of the true Epilcn al Officewhich 


CS RY AP FLOG A. 


he' Command it; or ſuch like Jayeful means 
_ as belong to us 1n our Places and Callings. 
EE If 


(31) 

If the names of Ball, Baxter and Corbet, ſound harſh 
with ſome of you, methinks however the names of Towbs, 
Nye and Owen, ſhould make a greater figure among you, 
and be of greater Authority with ſuch as have not pati- 
ence fo hear the Nawe, much leſs the Thing called Coms« 
Prayer. 2 

If at the mouth of two or three witneſſes the matter 
ſhall be eſtabliſhed, Dex#. 19. 15. Here is the teſtimo- 
ny of three of yoor own, as well as threemore of the 0- 
ther (ide, again(t ſuch as refuſe Communion, with ſuch 

Miniſters and Churches who do much more than I have 
done, 

Will you not hcar Mr, Nye tel'ing you your due 
ty, That you and your Families ſbould frequent the 
publick, Miniſiry, That you are obliged to obſerve the law - 
ful Commands of your Governours, That this principle, 
That it is unlawful to hear in publick, , is a miſperſua- 
fron of theſe latter times ſet on foot by the Jeſuits * Will 
you not hear Dr. Owe telling you that he doth not 
argue againſt forms of Prayer as unlawful to be uſed ; 

| That, whilſt you make uſe of them with the true deſign 
of Prayer, looking after due aſſiſtance unto Prayer , he 
doth not jade there is any ſuch evil in them , as that 
God will not Communicate his Spirit to any inthe uſe of 
them, &c. Will you let. me add one more Paſlage in 
his Preface? [ do not ſay the fatal Conſequence of the 
zntrodution of human deviſed ſet forms of Prayer in the 
worſhip of the Church, by the horrible abuſe of it, is ſuf- 
ficient to condemn them as abſolutely unlawful. Will you 
have no regard to the Minilters of all perſuaſions, who 
tell you by their principles and praQtices the lawfulneſs 
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(32 ) 
of what Ido? Behold a greater than Dr, Owen, &c. 
1s here, the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, great Saint Payl, 
telling you, that unto the Jews he became as a Jew that 
he might gain the Jews, &c. To the weak he became 
as weak that he might gain the weak + Iam made all 
things ſaith he, to all men, that 1 might by all means 
ſave ſome, 1 Cor.9 .20, &c. And he was ſo zealous for the 
faving of Souls that he could condeſcend to any thing 
that might be done with a good Confcience. His own 
practice was the beſt: comment on this Text, in taking 
Timothy to him as his Aſſiſtant or fellow-labourer in the 
Goſpel, and Circunciſing him becauſe of the Jews that 
were in thoſe quarters, for they knew all that his Father 
was a Greek, AQs 16,3, Here isa piece of condeſcen- 
tionindecd; afar greater piece of Conformity than the 
reading of a form of Prayer. Timothy had the repute 
_ of a Gemtile, bat becomes a Jew, that he might gain the 

Jews: And Paulchooſeth'to make uſe of him as his part- 
ner in his Miniſtry, that his Preaching might be 'the 
more acceptable to the Jews tn thoſe quarters, See alſo 
the advice of James and the other Elders to Paul, Acts 
21. 18, ec. when he came to Jernſalew, Thou ſeeſ# 
Brother how many thoiiſands of Jews there are which be» 

. lieve, and they are all zealows of the 1.aw, ver. 20. and. 
they are igformed of thee that thou teache(i all the Jews 
which are among the Gentiles to forſake Moſes, ſaying 
that they ought not to Circumciſe their Childrem, &c. Da 
therefore thisthit we ſay tothee: We have four Men which 
have s vow on them; them take, and purifre thy ſelf with 
them, that they may ſhave their heads, and all may know 


that thoſe things whereof they were informed concerning 
| | thee 


Bu 
thee are nothing, ' but that thou thy ſelf walkeſt orderly, 
and keepeſt the Law, ver, 24 &c, And ſhould nor [ 
and other Miniſters walk as we have Pax] for our ex- 
ample ? Give meleaveto apply this piece of Conformi- 
ty in himto our preſent caſe. You ſee how many thou- 
ſands in this Pariſh and many others are as zealous for 
Common-Prayer (as ſome very few ere zealous againſt 
it) and they are miſinformed that 1 and other' Nencon- 
formiſts teach the people Rebellion, and that we inſtill 
into them the principles of Schiſm, and draw them away 
from the Publick Miniſtry and Ordinances 3 Therefore 
that we may convince gainſayers that theſe things 
whereof the people are informed againſt gs are nothing, 
bat that we alſo walk orderly and keep the Law, I have 
thought fit to do what Thave done in obedience to the 
Law of the Land, that hereby I way be inſtrumental of 
gaining ſome Souls to Chriſt of theſe many thouſands 
that are ready to Periſh for lack of knowledge. Re- 


member Mr. Nyes words, that we are to walk wiſely yea, 


mercifully towards them that are without. 


Obje&. If theſe be your Principles that it js lawful to. 


read and hear Common Prayer, why did you not do it 
at firſt and conform as the reſt of the Miniſters in the 
Pariſh Churches? ; | 

'. Anſw, lhavetold you already, if that only had been 
required of us, we had done it ; btit other things being 
required which we account (inful , we rather choſe the 
pleaſing of God and the peace of our Confciences ina 


way of cuty, than honoursand preferments from men , 


Ina way of fin, : 
0bje@, It the Common: Prayer be read at your meet- 
E 2 Ing- 
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(34) 
ing-place, we will rather go to the Pariſh Church and 
hear itthere, 

Anſw. 1f you think you have not enough of it with 
us, you may goto Church and have more : But if you 
account what I read too much, you argue perverſly in 
talking of going tothem who do more than I havedone. 
But | anſwer further, I have not, I will not in the leaſt 
diſcourage your going to the Pablick Aſſemblies, The 
ſame Goſpel is Preached with them as with us, and with 
ſome of them, I doubt not, more judiciouſly,and perhaps 
more profitably than by ſuch as1, and whether may be 
more proſperous this or that we knaw not : So be it 
Chriſt be Preached here or there, we rejoyce and will 
reJoyce. 

Again, our Aſſemblies are not ſet up in oppoſition to, 
but in conjunftion with, or in ſaberdination to thoſe in 
Publick ; and therefore to ſuch as charge us with ſetting 
up Altars and Churches in a way of Rebellion againſt 
the Government, and to turn away the people from fol- 
lowing the Lord in the way of his Worſhip inthe Pariſh 
Churches, I anſwer as the Tribes of the Children of A#«- 
ben and the Children of Gadand half Tribe of Manaſetb 
anſwered and faid ( upon a like occafion) unto the 
heads of the thouſands of Tſrae!. Joſh. 22. The Lord God 
of Gods, The LordGod of Gods be knoweth and Iſrael he 
Pall know, if it be in Rebellion or in tranſgreſſion againſt 
the Lord —»— let the Lord himſelf requireit : 4nd if 
we have not rather done it for fear of this thing, ſaying, 
in time to come your Children might ſay unto our Children, 
Saying, what have you to do with the Lord God of lirael ? 

Our Governours have made the ACt of Unitormity, a 


Border 


li. i. 


(35) IN 


- Border,a Wall of Separation between us and the Confor- 


miſts,who are ready to ſay, ye have no part with ns inthe 


' Miniſterial work or inthe Pariſh A(lzmblies for the Wor- 


ſbip of God; If therefore we may not keep up our own 
Meetings, when we may not have liberty to Preach in the 
Churches, they {h11] make us to. Ceaſe from fearing the 
Lord. 

And again I anſwer, The Harveſt is great, the Labor- 
ers few, and Souls are precious ; Go therefore where you 
will, it ſhallnot offend, but pleaſe me ,; if the Net of 
the Goſpel may be ſpread, and bring you into Chriſt by 
their Miniſtry or ours. But take heed of this dividmg 
principle which ſome I ſeeare ated by, of forſaking 
the Miniſtry and Ordinances of Chriſt , and the Com- 
munion ct Saints, as ſoon as a form of prayer is uſed in 
any part oftheir worſhip : If God accept ſuch worſhip 
and worſhippers, (as nodoubt but he doth where they 
lift up holy hands with pure hearts to hin) he will not 
be very well pleaſed with ſuch as rejeQ them : And let 
me intreat you to conſider whether this dividing prin- 
ciple will lead you : As ſoon asour Governours ſhall be 
pleaſed to open the Church-doorsa little wider, and the 
Non-Conformilts ſhall generally do the ſame thing that 
now I have done, you. will theneither repent of your 
Error, or if you perſiſt init, you will forſake their Aſ- 
ſemblies alſo, as ſoon as a form of. Prayer (according to 
your fancy) hath polluted them, and then 1 dread to 
think where 1 may quickly find you. Either among the 
deluded Quakers, to calt off all Miniſters and Ordi- 
nances 5 .0r amang the Fapilts or Atheiſts, (of the Ro- 
man Religion or no Religion, for they are much alike) 

E 3 | and 
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and ſotolay aſide the common principles of Morality,and 
at contrary to the very light of Nature as well as Scrip- 
ture. Butl hope better things of you (whom eſpecially 
and particularly I write this to) even things that accom- 
pany Salvation : And therefore as a means for that end 
I warn you, yea, in the wordsof the Apoſtle, From, 16. 
17.18. 1 b:ſzech you Brethren , mark them which cauſe 
diviſions and offences contrary to the Do@rine which ye 
have learned, and avoid them ; for they that are ſuch, ſerye 
not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but their own belly, and by good 
words and fair ſpeeches deceive the hearts of the ſimple. 

What may be the reſult of this leading example, God- 
only knows, and time muſt diſcover : Be it what it 
will, I am not much concern'd , having 1 truſt a good 
Conſcience (in this matter,) 7# all things willingly to live 
honeſtly... Duty is our part, the Iffues or Events of things 
belong unto God; But fomerhing apepa:s above board 
already. 

Oa the one ſide the wrathful and prophane, finding 
me out of the reach of the Conventicle Act, that they 
cannor hurt me, no nor hinder my work that way , 
have this laſt week put me into the Biſhops Court ; from 
whom nothing leſs than Excommunication, yea, and a 
Goal, if poſitble, can be expected. Thovgh we yeild 
as far as we can in things lawful, thereis no Union, no 
Peace nor agreement to be had with ſuch men, 

\ On the other (ide, there are ſome among our ſelves of 
dividing and unpeaceable Principles and Spirits; who 
ſeem to be ſo incurably prejudiced as to reſolve they will 
have no Communion with fuch Miniſters or Charches,who 
- in ſome little things croſs their humour, and do there- 
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fore begin. to excommunicate themſelves, before they 
have ſo much as. heard what is to be faid in the Caſe: 
Theſe are people , who are wiſer in their own conceit 
then ſeven men that can render -a Reaſon,” | have given 
you the names of fix already, ( Nye, Owen, Tombs, Ball, 
Baxter, and Corbet) Iwill add a ſeventh, Dr. Thowss 
Goodwin ( one among the firſt three of the Independents) 
who in his Works lately printed in Folio on the Epheſeans 
Serm. 35, page 438, hath theſe words, © Whereas now 
in ſome of the Pariſhes of this Kingdom there are ma- 
©* ny godly men, that do conſtantly give themſelves up 
© to the worſhip of Gad, and meet together in one place 
©to that end, in a conſtant way, under a godly Miniſter, 
.* whom they themſtlves have choſen to cleave to(though 
* they did not chooſe him at firſt,) Theſe, notwithltand- 
© their mixture and. want of diſcipline, 1-never thought 
* for my part, but that they were true Churches of 


- ©Chrilt, Again, pag. 485, So that I profeſs my ſelf as. 


*zealous in this point, as in any other I know : And for 
*my part thisI ſay, and 1 fay it with much integrity, I 
*never took up Religion by Parties inthe lump : F have 
*found by trial of all things, that there is ſome Truth on 
*all ſides; I have found holineſs, where yau would lit- 
©tlethink it, and ſo likewife Truth : And I have lear- 
* ned this principle, which, I hope, I ſhall never lay down 
*till I am ſwallowed upin immortality, and that is, to 
* acknowledge every good thing, and hold communion 
* with it in men, in Churches or whatſoever elſe. My Bre- 
*thren, This Rule ( which I profeſs | have lived by and 
* ſhall do while 1 live ) x know [ ſhall neyer pleaſe men in : 
Tor tt-is is the Nature and condition of all Mankind ; if 
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bers-in ane thing, he crofleth them 
therefore” if a' man/take whar ts: 
ofallides he'is.apt to croſs then all,bqthe pleaſeth 
by it : and fo] will for this particular 24 


- Bards particular, --,+ . : 
urn and to conclude 


-_Joreturr IC : you ſeeghow the Chiireh 6 
Chriſt is divided and broke to peices by one andthe other 
party abovementioned - I{tand alone” in the” front; and 
am in'danger. on both ſides ; Give me leave to ſpeak in 


Jebeſophats words. 0 my God, wilt thax uot judg thehs, 


mpany that cometh 
againls me, veither kno Log F947 0X 


w 7 what to do, but 'tmine eyes are 


; Twill yet take heart and further incourege -miy felf 


& by 


rom the words of a Soldier, whoſe valour I ſee 1 fall 


tle was againſt 


my Study in great Ruſ- 


*  {c] See, Bloomsbury. 
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oples and Yor 


en Joab ſaw that the front of the Bat= 

as againſt bim, before and behind, he. put the choice - 

- wen ia array ,. and-[aid be.of gaod conrage + nel let hes - 

| play the men, for our peop qr theCitic Oo 
aud the Lord do what feemeth him good; - ** 
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